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A Tree Swallow looks out over the lupine laden hills of BlackMountain 

Two of our nesting boxes are occupied by Tree Swallows and one box is 

occupied with Blue birds. We are hopeful a second nesting may occur 

after the first nestlings have flown. Check out the Bluebird Diary on our 

website for more information.  



Owls 

Heather Bowes, our intrepid wildlife photographer not only captured 

these wonderful photos of Great Horned Owls in the park, but chased 

off a coyote who was also eyeing the baby owls. Here is a photo essay 

by her. 

               

 

               











 

 

Great Horned Owls are the largest owls in B.C. and common in the 

Central Interior. The grasslands of the park provide great hunting 

opportunities for the owls. If you find the pellets of owls you should not 

touch them without wearing gloves as they can transmit viruses to you. 

However, many high school biology classes will have students dissect 

disinfected pellets to see what animals the owl has eaten. By laying out 

all the bones in the pellet you can usually determine what the owl’s 

most recent meal was. They will hunt small animals up to the size of a 

hare.  

Listen at night for their characteristic hoot. Hoo-Hoo-HOO-Hoo. The 

sound is similar to but deeper than that of a Eurasian Collard Dove. 

 

 



Spring Hiking 

With the unusually high snow pack this year, hiking started off later than usual. In 

April Jean-Claude hiked up to the top of the mountain and was trudging through a 

lot of snow.  

 

 

 



 
 

Others found ways to embrace the snow and enjoy the solitude and beauty of the 

park. 

 

I snowshoed up the trail from Swainson’s gate. 

 



 

John Pendray skied up the south slopes then down again. 

 

 And, when most of the snow had melted, there was a lot of water running 

down gullies, roadways and into the ephemeral ponds. Consequently, the early 

spring hikes were rather wet affairs.  

 A few directors of Friends of Black Mountain joined members of the 

Regional District (RDCO) for a walk around what is hoped to be a first trail into 

the park. The Regional District has put in fencing around the ephemeral pond to 

protect the delicate eco-system and preserve the spiritual mounds of the Okanagan 

First Nations. Plans and funding are in place and work parties are being organized 

to make all this happen this year. Stay tuned.  

 To their credit, the Regional District has managed to repair fences and lock 

gates to keep out cattle and enable hikers with the Friends of Black Mountain to 

enjoy the park and monitor the Bluebird boxes.  



Now the hikes are in full swing and hikers can enjoy the spring flowers and 

amazing views the park offers. 

 





 

 

 

 



 
Alf and John hiking together 

 

   

Birders (John, Janine, Carol) consulting a book to verify the identity of a bird. 



 

A Meadowlark with a tasty morsel. 

 


