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A busy hiking season starting with a hike to the top of the ski bowl with Sue, Fran and Ian. 

 A hike to the grassland ponds with the birders.  

 



 

    

A hike along the irrigation system to Pyman Ranch 

 

A hike up from the Fortis sub-station and back along a ravine 

 

 



An Early Orchard Development Company’s Scenic Route through Black Mountain Park  

by Ian Pooley 

     The south-west corner of Black Mountain/Sntsk’il’ntən Park contains the traces of a large 

irrigation system that was abandoned before it was actually completed. The remains of the big 

open ditch can be seen to the left of the road up to the upper ravine. Below this ditch there is a 

trench designed to conduct a wooden pipe down the hillside to another transverse ditch. At the 

very bottom, winding along the scree slopes at the foot of the mountain in a north-westerly 

direction for about half a mile, there are still the 

remains of a carefully graded right of way intended for 

a large irrigation flume that was never built.  

Typical early wood irrigation flume. This one, spanning 

Canyon Creek (KLO Creek) was built by the Canyon 

Creek Irrigation Company 

     The abandoned irrigation system was built by the 

Belgo Canadian Fruitlands Company around 1910, and 

was intended to serve orchards above Rutland that the 

company intended to develop before World War One.  

The system, called the “Moodie Extension,” after the 

engineer who designed it, was abandoned when the 

company ran into financial difficulties before the war, 

and development of the orchards on the benchland 

east of Rutland was delayed until after the war.  

     Nevertheless, the company did complete a lot of its ambitious system by 1913, including 

reservoirs at the head of Mission Creek, a domestic water system and irrigation system for its 

new orchard land in the Belgo area. It never realized other even more ambitious plans, 

including a golf course, a townsite, and a hydroelectric plant on Mission Creek.  

     Today, the old right of way is a reminder of the grandiose plans of the early development 

companies that installed irrigation systems all over the Okanagan.  They were often were poorly 

built, leaked, and lacked sufficient water supply to properly irrigate the quickly expanding 

orchards. Hopefully much of the old route will become a scenic footpath that will eventually 

give Black Mountain residents an easy access route into the heart of the new park.    



                 

                                                     

         

Remnants of the old irrigation system still evident today 

 

The Wonder of Bluebirds 

By Doreen Wierenga 

The first time I heard of bluebirds was when I was very young listening to the radio during 

wartime. The song, “There'll be Bluebirds over the White Cliffs of Dover” was often played. 

Little did I know that in the distant future, I'd become really involved with bluebirds. Bluebirds 

have been aptly described as having, “radiant blue feathers, soft round bodies, appealing little 

faces and gentle manner… Henry David Thoreau said that bluebirds carry the sky on their 

backs!” ¹ 

Because of loss of habitat, bluebirds are finding it harder all the time to find natural holes for 

nesting which is why we have bluebird trails or routes where bluebird boxes are installed. Open 



grasslands are fast disappearing, losing out to development. Many holes in trees have been taken 

over by other species, predominately the invasive European Starling. The B.C. coast and 

Vancouver Island bluebirds have mostly been lost.   

In the Okanagan we are lucky to have both the Mountain Bluebird and the Western Bluebird.  

Western Bluebirds are only found in southern parts of B.C. whereas the Mountain Bluebirds 

breed throughout much of the province. Last year I met a birder from Lillooet who has two 

bluebird trails several kilometers north of the town and she gets only Mountain Bluebirds in her 

boxes, never had a Western! 

 When people put in place bluebird trails, it doesn't take long before they are looking forward to 

what they will discover in the box each time and finding pleasure in having helped the bluebird 

population.  Monitoring the boxes is a great opportunity to learn more about the birds.  Western 

Bluebirds normally raise two broods a year, but it’s still exciting to witness!  Sometimes inside a 

box is a Tree Swallow or Violet-green Swallow and once in a while a House Wren or Chickadee. 

The mystery is what keeps people interested! 

Bluebirds belong to the thrush family and like robins their young have a speckled breast which 

they lose with adult plumage.  Their foraging methods are unlike thrushes, “They hover to catch 

insects or to pluck berries from branches and use a technique known as ground-sallying:  flying 

from a perch and settling briefly on the ground to capture an insect before returning to perch.” ²  

Several years ago I was up on Black Mountain with another naturalist when we came across 

several Mountain Bluebirds. 17 of them were perched on wires and several were hovering over 

the field while we watched. It’s the only time I have witnessed this hovering behaviour.   

Bluebirds’ diets consist of, “insects wherever they can find them, relying heavily on 

grasshoppers, crickets and beetles, saving the softer spiders and lepidopteran larvae for the 

younger nestlings.”³ They make up the rest of their diet with berries and fruit.  Like all blue birds 

the feathers of the birds are not pigmented blue, “The blue colour is a result of the feather’s 

microscopic structure:  shiny blues that change hue and intensity with the angle of view are 

produced by iridescence (like soap bubbles)” ₄.  Having such exquisite plumage, bluebirds may 

be forgiven for expending less brilliance on song than do other thrushes.  Their songs are 

composed of simple call notes, strung together in short phrases. 

Numerous books, poems and songs about bluebirds attest to our fascination with these beauties. 

They are certainly one of my favourite birds.  If you want to get involved with the Black 

Mountain bluebird trail, follow the ‘bluebird watch’ tab on our website or get in touch with us, 

we’d love to include you. 
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