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Big Event! Big News! 

By C. Millar 

Big news: over 300 acres or 127 hectares of land was added to the existing park.  

This announcement was made on September 21st on top of Black Mountain. 

A testament to the importance of this event and the broad collaboration of many 

groups, this event was attended by federal, provincial and local governments, 

Westbank First Nations representatives and environmentalists from far and wide, 

including members of our society, The Friends of Black Mountain/sntsk’il’nten 

Regional Park.  



Why is this such a big deal? Land acquisition in the Okanagan is expensive, 

and protecting the rare and valued spaces in this unique valley, with its vanishing 

grasslands and Ponderosa pine forests, is important to preserve before all the 

natural ecosystems are bulldozed for housing or commercial development. Black 

Mountain is as vital to the history and culture of First Nations as it is for preserving 

the diversity of wildlife that inhabit the rare ecosystems found here.  

Murray Kopp, the director of the Regional District of Central Okanagan 

made the big announcement and invited stakeholders to speak about this new land 

acquisition as the audience ahhed at the panorama views.  

City councilor, Gail Given, spoke of the broad support various groups 

provided to make this gift to the people possible. The new land was bought for 

$2.3 million, with $2.1 million coming from the Regional Parks reserve fund, 

$200,000 from the Government of Canada’s Habitat Stewardship program and 

$15,000 from the Central Okanagan Land Trust. She also gave credit to the 

foresight of the Regional Parks for having purchased land over the last 50 years 

since its inception. Recognizing, too, the contributions of people donating land 

through the Ecological Gifts Program and crediting the contributions of First 

Nations, Gail enthused about the beauty and value of the park and the passion 

people have for protecting valuable spaces. 

Linda Bauer spoke on behalf of MP Stephen Fuhr, Tom Koneck spoke on 

behalf of Westbank First Nations and Murray Kopp spoke on behalf of the 

Regional District of the Central Okanagan (RDCO). The park itself is a 

collaboration between the RDCO and Westbank First Nations as both groups have 

an interest in the land.  

Westbank First Nations member Jordan Coble, then gave an informative and 

impassioned speech about the significance of the land to the indigenous groups that 

have lived here for thousands of years. Speaking in the Okanagan language, he 

gave thanks for nature’s bounty and for the coming together of the community to 

protect the land for future generations.  

 He spoke of the mountain’s significance as a lookout point for the valley. 

Elk herd locations, human interlopers and even fire threats can be viewed far and 

wide. In bygone days, a steady stream of runners would convey information like 

this to those who were in the valley.  



Jordan also spoke of the origins of the name sntsk’il’ntәn, which translates 

as “the place where flint is found.” Legend has it that Coyote fought with Flint 

Man on Mount Boucherie and the intensity of their fight caused an explosion in 

which much flint was projected into the air, most of it landing on Black Mountain. 

Here, First Nations people collected flint and made it into spears and other tools for 

their use.  

After the assembled guests returned to the base of the mountain, all were 

invited to a dinner at Sunset Ranch. Eli Enns, the keynote speaker at this event, 

brought perspective to the issues of land stewardship by saying, “we’re all 

indigenous to the planet earth.” Eli is the regional coordinator of the Indigenous 

Peoples and Community Conserved Territories and Areas Consortium (ICCA) 

which focuses on environmental stewardship, Aboriginal rights and land titles and 

economic stability for Indigenous communities.  

He spoke of the relationship of cultural and linguistic diversity to 

biodiversity. Indigenous cultures around the world have much to add to 

conversations about biodiversity because indigenous people have lived 

harmoniously on the land for thousands of years. Eli spoke of “tribal parks” being 

established by First Nations in an attempt to create healthy watersheds and places 

where indigenous wisdom is shared with governments to safeguard places and the 

economic stability of indigenous communities.  

 

Linda Bauer, Tom Koneck, Gail Given and Murray Kopp spoke about the 

 huge land acquisition and the collaboration required to make it all possible.  



Some Great Fall Hiking  

(no smoke, no floods and no excessive heat!) 

 

 

 



 

Fall Colours 

 

 



Grasslands Hike at Bald Range 

By C. Millar 

In October, I joined a group of naturalists at the Bald Range in West 

Kelowna. Judie Steeves led the hike and filled us in on improvements made to the 

park. Primarily, dirt bikes and ATVs were kicking up the soil and causing havoc to 

the few and precious grasses. Through meetings with the trail riders there was an 

understanding of each other’s concerns and a solution was proposed. The area 

would be fenced and the trail riders would get their own dedicated park and bikers 

and ATVers using off-road trails would respect the grassland park boundaries.  

As we skirted the park boundary we met up with Don Gayton, an Ecologist 

living in Summerland, who is often contracted by organizations and government to 

do research, monitoring and restoration work. He said that after wetlands, 

grasslands support more biodiversity than any other eco-system. Don does field 

work and seeks grants to help finance this research.  

As we looked up the hill, we could see that it was awash in a rusty red plant. 

In places where trail vehicles rode straight up the hill, the grasses had been 

uprooted and St. John’s wort had moved in. This invasive plant is also readily seen 

on Black Mountain. 

 

 

 

 

      Photo looking up the hill from Swainson’s entrance on Black Mountain 

 



Efforts are being made to root out this invasive plant. The Chrysolina beetle 

has been imported to help reduce St. John’s wort. It eats into the root of the plant, 

killing it. I mentioned to Don that I’d seen this pretty little beetle on Black 

Mountain and he said there was a release of them back in the 1950s. They are 

hardy and are one way to help keep the plant in check. You can see what a pretty 

opalescent beetle this is.  

 

 

 

Here is a quote from a report Don wrote for Bald Range: 

“In many parts of North America (including British Columbia) Hypeper 

infestations are maintained at low levels due to the impact of the introduced 

biocontrol beetle Chrysolina (Chrysolina hyperici). No beetles have ever been 

seen previously on the Bald Range, either by this author or others familiar with 

the area. This may be due to the Bald Range’s relative isolation from other 

Chrysolina populations.”  

The success of introducing this beetle, remains to be seen. 

Another measure taken to help support the natural grassland’s plant species 

is growing   Blue Wheat bunchgrass. The intention is to re-establish this important 

plant. It supports other natural species and is well adapted to the grasslands of the 

Okanagan. Tanis Gieselman, working with the Okanagan Collaborative 



Conservation Program (OCCP), has been trying to reestablish these grasses, but it 

has been challenging,  

She reports that, “St. John’s wort produces toxic chemicals which help 

prevent other plants from growing.  There has been no growth of Bluebunch 

wheatgrass on the experimental plots that were seeded last year, even though seeds 

from the same lot germinated freely in the greenhouse.” 

Don Gayton mentioned that First Nations used fire in the early-to mid-1900s 

to help keep the grasslands in their natural state and to prevent the encroachment of 

new pine and fir trees. Much still needs to be learned about re-establishing natural 

grasslands and fortunately people like Don Gayton and Tanis Gieselman are 

working hard to make healthy grasslands a reality.  

 

 

  

Isabella Hodson spent the last nine years working for Alberta Parks, starting out 

her Parks career in Hinton as a Park Interpreter for five years, followed by 

Community Outreach and Parks in the Classroom positions in Edmonton and 

Camrose. Most recently she was the Visitor Services Supervisor for busy Miquelon 

Lake Provincial Park, running interpretive and educational programs year-round 

and managing a popular visitor centre and gift shop. She is terribly excited to be 

Welcome, Isabella Hodson to your new position with the Central 

Okanagan Regional District and to Kelowna! 



able to grow the Visitor Services program for the Parks Department of the 

Regional District of Central Okanagan and to call Kelowna home. She is delighted 

to return to the Okanagan, where her husband is from, and is already enjoying 

the outdoor Okanagan lifestyle with her hubbie and daughter. Isabella has a PhD 

in English and has contributed to a few anthologies and publications, and looks 

forward to finding further inspiration while hiking here. Isabella is delighted to 

have the opportunity to work with groups such as the Friends of Black Mountain 

and accomplish great projects that impact our park users. She is energized by the 

process of creating trails in this park and seeing these and other projects come to 

fruition. As the Supervisor for Community Relations and Visitor Services for the 

RDCO, Isabella oversees interpretive programs, special events, environmental 

education, the EECO, and other projects related to visitor services, and also serves 

as the liaison between the RDCO and community groups.  

 

 

 

 

 


