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Skiing on the south slope of Black Mountain. Photos and 

tracks by John Pendray. 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Annual General Meeting of Friends of Black Mountain  

The AGM, held at the ECCO Centre, this year featured two excellent speakers! 

Maurey Williams and Pam Laing gave very different but equally exciting 

presentations. Ian Pooley gave a summary of this year’s accomplishments and a 

brief outline of plans for 2018.  

FOBM president, Ian Pooley thanks Doreen Wierenga for her 

contributions to Friends of Black Mountain as she steps down 

as director of the board. Ian spoke about Doreen’s important 

contributions to the development of the park, her sharing  

knowledge of the park eco-system and her inspiration for 

creating a bluebird trail.  



 

 

 

Pam Laing, Ian Pooley and Maurey Williams 

 

Maurey Williams spoke about a time in the fall of 1893 when Franz Ferdinand 

visited the Okanagan Valley. Franz Ferdinand was crown prince and in line to the 

throne of the Habsburg Empire. When he came to the Okanagan he was a young 

man of 29 eager to hunt animals – bagging a grizzly bear being his most cherished 

wish.  

Years later, Ferdinand’s execution was the tipping point that set off the First 

World War. While he lived, he was a keen hunter, killing over 274,511 animals. 

Conservation was not a high priority for him! However, his journey did provide 

valuable photos and personal observations about the area.  



His diary notes give us a glimpse into the changing lifestyle of First Nations and 

how they were being pushed off the land and sadly becoming colonized by 

European interlopers. He hired 150 “Indian guides” for his hunting adventure up 

to Brent Mountain, just east of Penticton. Many of the photos Maurey showed 

included recognizable landmarks and even a photo of the powerful and wealthy 

land owner and rancher, Tom Ellis. We look forward to the article Maurey is 

writing on the subject. As for Ferdinand, he never did catch the prized grizzly he 

was after! 

 

 

Pam Laing is well known in the area for her birding expertise and enthusiasm. As 

well as a birder, she is also a notable photographer and shared with us 

photographs of several birds that frequent Black Mountain. You can find many of 

her photos on our website under the ‘gallery’ tab.  

She invited us along on a ‘walk’ in Black Mountain starting with birds you might 

see if you look high in the sky. Raptors, falcons and eagles love the grasslands and 

cliffs off Pyman Road, as many local birders know. She showed us how to 

recognize a Red-tailed Hawk and showed us pictures of a Bald Eagle and a Sharp-

shinned Hawk among others.  

Next, she suggested we look to the ground to see the birds that we would find 

there. The Ruffed Grouse can be recognized by its Elizabethan collar that it puffs 

out when courting. Other grassland birds mentioned, include the Snow Bunting 

and the Savannah Sparrow. She confessed she loved the California Quail babies, 

and said her husband’s description of them was that they looked like walnuts 

supported on toothpicks.  

Finally, she led us to birds we would find in the trees of Black Mountain, including: 

Lazuli Buntings, warblers, bluebirds and woodpeckers. The photos and witty 

commentary by Pam prompted one person to comment to me that, “If that 

presentation didn’t make you want to go birding, nothing would?” 

 

 



 

       

 

 

The Wood Wide Web 

By C. Millar 

 

The term “wood wide web” was coined by Nature Magazine in 1997 to describe 

research being done to explain the way trees communicate, both under and 

above ground. Dr. Suzanne Simard, a forester working in British Columbia, has 

done hundreds of experiments on trees over the last 30 years and has proven that 

there are many communications between trees--even between species--including 

exchanges of carbon and defense systems.  



This research shows us that forestry practices must be changed. Canada cuts a 

larger percentage of trees annually than any other country in the world. Clear-

cutting and the planting of mono-culture tree crops are invitations to bug 

invasions, like the pine beetle, and to mega-fires, such as witnessed in 2017. Old-

growth forests produce resiliency. Ways in which trees communicate by sharing 

carbon through fungi and their root systems, and the ways that cross species 

fluctuate their carbon trading depending on the time of year, is explained by 

Simard, easily found in this Ted Talk: 

https://www.ted.com/talks/suzanne_simard_how_trees_talk_to_each_other .  

Simard contributed a chapter to Peter Wohllenben’s book, The Hidden Life of 

Trees, a 2015 best seller. This gem of a book amazes and engages the reader. 

Wohllenben owns and manages a forest in Germany. He observes the 

interconnections of forest life and shares his findings. Each chapter teaches us 

about some aspect of the communication going on in forests and the way in 

which bio-diversity creates resiliency.  

A few of Wohllenben’s facts about forests include: roots convey chemical 

messages and electrical impulses; in dry climates, trees ration their water usage; 

one fifth of all animal and plant species depend on deadwood; trees release 

phytoncides to disinfect their surroundings; and healthy forests create their own 

moist climate. Also, the most destructive force in a forest is erosion, because it 

washes away the layers of humus built up over a long period of time.¹ These 

discoveries are explained, giving the reader a new appreciation of our natural 

habitats. 

Did you know that the interior of British Columbia is home to old-growth 

temperate rain forests? There is a particular forest in the Incomappleux Valley in 

the Central Selkirk Mountain Range which is such a forest. It is home to trees that 

are up to 1,800 years old! It is also home to many species of lichen, one of which 

is found nowhere else in the world! Grizzlies and the endangered Mountain 

Caribou still live here. Surprisingly, the logging company, Interfore, has logging 

rights here. Logging could devastate this rare old-growth forest. If you would like 

to join the letter writing campaign to urge government officials to stop allowing 

logging in this area, please contact the Valhalla Wilderness society at 

www.vws.org for more information. The more knowledge we have of habitat 

https://www.ted.com/talks/suzanne_simard_how_trees_talk_to_each_other
http://www.vws.org/


biodiversity, the more persuasive we can be in using our voices to protect our 

eco-systems.  

Black Mountain, although having been logged in the past and intensively grazed 

up to the present, still has habitat diversity. Several types of trees thrive here, and 

a diversity of animal species can still be found, including elk, cougar, bear, snakes, 

birds, pocket gophers and badgers. With conservation work planned for the park, 

hopefully the grasslands, forests and riparian (stream and pond) areas will 

continue to improve and provide a healthy environment for the many species that 

still exist. Explore the park with the Friends of Black Mountain and experience the 

grasslands and forests for yourself. 

  

References: 

¹ The Hidden Life of Trees, Peter Wohllenben. David Suzuki Institute, Greystone 

Books, Vancouver/Berkley. Ludwig Verlag, Munich, part of the Random House 

GmbH publishing group, 2015. English translation by Jane Billinghurst 2016.  

 

 

 


